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The Longest Day 

“The sun stood still, and the moon stopped.” -Joshua 10:13 

 When is the last time you prayed? Was it this morning when you woke up or at the breakfast table? 

Or was it last night when you crawled into bed? Have you ever wondered why we pray? How important is 

prayer to you? How important was it to those in the Bible? 

 If we look into the pages of Scripture, we find many famous people who used the blessing of prayer. 

Hannah prayed for a baby. David prayed as he looked up at Goliath. Daniel prayed even when he was told 

not to. Stephen prayed as he was being stoned. Jonah prayed from inside a big fish. And we know that Jesus 

prayed many times. He prayed before the 5000 people ate supper. He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

He even prayed while hanging on the cross. And we know it was Jesus who taught us the Lord’s Prayer. 

 This week, we will look at God’s servant Joshua. After Moses died, Joshua was appointed to be the 

leader of the Israelites. He had a big job helping the people settle into the new Promised Land. He needed to 

scout out the land and divide it up for each of the tribes. He was also the general of the army and responsible 

to lead them into battle.  

 One day Joshua received word that the Gibeonites were about to be attacked. Joshua had made a 

treaty with the Gibeonites that he would help protect them if ever they were threatened. So, Joshua gathered 

together his best fighting men to go into battle. Joshua’s army marched all night and took the enemy by 

surprise. After a long battle the enemy soldiers began to run away. But Joshua and his men quickly went 

after them. Joshua’s army chased the enemy for miles and miles. While they ran the Lord sent a terrible 

hailstorm to kill even more of the enemy. But the battle was not yet over. There was still more fighting to do, 

and the sun was beginning to set. Joshua needed more time. What could he do? 

 He did what all of God’s children do. He prayed. Joshua asked God to give him more daylight so he 

could completely destroy the enemy. And God heard his prayer. A miraculous thing happened. The sun 

stopped in the sky right where it was. For twenty-four hours the sun stood still and the moon waited to rise.  

In fact, the Bible says, “There has never been a day like it before or since, a day when the LORD listened to a 

human being. Surely the LORD was fighting for Israel!” (Joshua 10:14) 

 Did God answer Joshua’s prayer? Absolutely. He heard Joshua’s cry for help just as he hears us. No 

prayer of ours is ever left unheard or unanswered. And we can be confident that all of God’s answers will 

always be for our best, just as with Joshua. We should always treasure the wonderful blessing we have in 

prayer. It’s our special phone line to God. 

 

In Christ,  

Mike Allard, Principal @ St. John’s 

  

   August 26, 2021 

The  

Buzz 
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School Schedule:  There is NO SCHOOL Friday, September 3, 

Monday, September 6th, or Friday, September 10th.  
 

ELC Closed:  The ELC will be closed on Monday, September 6th, for 

the Labor Day holiday. 
 

Campout:  Our annual school campout will be held September 10th-

12th (Friday-Sunday) at the West Arbutus Jackson County Park. All 
school parents and children are invited.  

There will be a potluck supper Saturday evening at 5:00 p.m. and a 
worship service Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. You are invited to come 
for the potluck and worship service even if you are not camping. 

The campground does not take reservations after Labor Day, but there 
should be plenty of room for all. You can pick your site when you come 
out. 

We hope many of you can join us! 

Bean Bag Tournament:  This year we will be including a bean 

bag tournament at the campground on Saturday with a $5 entry fee 
per adult for singles and $10 for adult teams. There will also be a 
children’s singles tournament with a $1 entry fee. Proceeds will go to 
the Living Stones Youth Group. Call the office to register, or just show 
up Saturday around noon to play. 

 
Volleyball Practice:   
 Tuesday, Aug 31 3:30-5:00 
 Thursday, Sep 2 3:30-5:00 

 
Flag Football:  Our first flag football practices will be held on 

Monday (9/13) and Wednesday (9/15) from 3:30-5:00.  
 
Survey:  Our annual parent survey is available for you to fill out 

online. The link to the survey is:   
Parent Survey 
You will also be receiving a text message with the link. Please take a 
few moments to fill out the survey. We appreciate your cooperation! 
 
Website:  There is a lot of good information on our school website, 

including the current and past issues of The Buzz, the school calendar, 
classroom webpages, etc. If you haven’t done so already, check out our 
website at www.stjohnsneillsville.com.  

Upcoming 
Events 

Thursday, Aug 26 
VB Practice 3:30-5:00 
 

Sun, Aug 29 
Worship 9:00 am 
 

Monday, Aug 30 
3K/4K Orientation 

 
Tuesday, Aug 31 

VB Practice 3:30-5:00 
 
Worship 6:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, Sep 1 
3K/4K 1st Day of School 
 
Chapel  8:15 am 
 

Thursday, Sep 2 
VB Practice 3:30-5:00 

 
Friday, Sep 3 

No School 
 

Sunday, Sep 5 
Worship 9:00 
 

Monday, Sep 6 
Labor Day-NO SCHOOL 
 
ELC CLOSED 
 

Tuesday, Sep 7 
VB Games at Home vs. 
St.Paul  4:00/5:00 
 
Worship 6:00 
 

Wednesday, Sep 8 
Late Start Day-NO 3K/4K 
 
Chapel  10:15 
 
Parents Mtg 6:00 
 

Thursday, Sep 9 
No Volleyball Practice 

http://www.stjohnsneillsville.com/school
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Parent Covenant:  A parent covenant 

was included in your orientation packets. 
Please take a few moments to read through 
this, and then sign it and return it to school. 
Thank you! 
 

Change to the Sports Schedule:  
Parents, please make the following change to 
your sports schedule:  there will be no 
volleyball practice on Thurs, September 9th.  
 

Friends of St. John’s:  This is our parent-

teacher group. This organization exists to let 
the parents, teachers, and others from our 
congregation interested in our school 
exchange information regarding the operation 
of our Lutheran elementary school and early 
learning center. The organization also helps 
support the curriculum and extra-curricular 
programs through various fund-raising events. 
There will be three scheduled meetings 
throughout the school year. 
The first Friends of St. John’s meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, September 8th, in the 
school gym starting at 6:00. We will begin with 
a light supper, then have a short devotion and 
our business meeting. 
Amy Schneider has volunteered to serve 
supper. Are there any others who would like to 
help? If you’d be willing to help or would like 
more details, please contact the office. 
 
Adult Instruction Class:  We have 

already had some parents express interest in 
adult instruction class. This class is meant not 
only for those who may be interested in 
church membership, but also for those who 
would like to learn more about what our 
church teaches and what your children are 
learning in religion classes at school.  
 
We are making plans to begin class sometime 
in September. If any other parents are still 
interested or would like more information, 

please email us or call the school office and 
we will be happy to assist you. 

 
Bike Trip:  Join us for a ride down the Red 

Cedar State Trail on Saturday, September 18. 
This 14 mile former railroad grade turned bike 
trail goes along the beautiful Red Cedar River 
Valley from Menomonie to the Chippewa 
River. Meet at school at 9:00 am to enjoy time 
with family and friends, fresh air, beautiful 
scenery, and get some exercise on an easy 
ride as well! 
Cost is $5.00 for a State Trail Day Pass (unless 
you already have an annual pass) for those 16 
and over. Under age 16 are free. Any 
interested individuals or families are 
encouraged to contact the school office or 
Henry Berry (715-743-3009) so transportation 
of all bicycles to the trail and back can be 
coordinated. 

 

  
Maria Backaus 

The student of the week is Maria Backaus. 
Maria is in Kindergarten. After one week of 
school she is already setting a good example 
for her classmates, follows directions, and 
participates well in class. 

 
Congratulations Maria! 
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